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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

1 . Claims 57-58 and 61 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Khan et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,157,934) in view of Enami (Image Processing in 
Program Production - DTTP: Desk Top Program Production) and Plantz et al (U. S. 
Patent No. 6,088,702). 

Regarding claims 57 and 61, Khan et al. discloses a system for use in producing 
workflow, comprising a composition table (spreadsheet) providing apparatus, and a 
plurality of terminals (see fig. 4 (20, 22, 24, 26, 28, 30)) including program content 
gathering (fig. 4 (20)) and program production terminals (fig. 4 (22)) communicable with 
the composition table providing apparatus, respective terminals being operated by 
respective operating groups, wherein the composition table providing apparatus 
comprises (see fig 4): 

storage means for storing composition table data containing updatable 
information describing successive tasks to be performed and completed by different 
ones of said operating groups required for the production of workflow, said composition 
table data storing links to the workflow content data stored in said workflow storage (see 
col. 2, lines 1 1 -52, col. 4, lines 1 6-1 9), and 
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control means for providing the composition table data to each of the terminals 
for viewing at each terminal, and for processing information input from the terminals to 
be added to the composition table data (see abstract, lines 1-18, col. 6, lines 12-26); 
and wherein each terminal comprises: 

acquisition means for acquiring the composition table data by communicating 
with the composition table providing apparatus (see col. 5, lines 59-col. 6, line 6), 

display means for displaying the composition table data acquired by the 
acquisition means, including the tasks to be performed and the tasks completed by 
respective groups (see col. 2, lines 23-28, lines 63-col. 3, line 6), 

input information generating means for generating information to be input to said 
composition table, said input information including end of task data representing the 
completion of the task performed by a respective group (see col. 3, lines 37-49), and 

input information transmitting means for transmitting the input information to the 
composition table providing apparatus to update the composition table that is stored and 
displayed at the terminals (see col. 4, lines 3-33), 

whereby the display at a terminal of said end of task data in said composition 
table data instructs a group to perform the next successive task following the task that 
has been completed (see col. 2, lines 35-60, col. 3, lines 37-67). Kahn et al. discloses 
database on col. 5, lines 20-22. 

However, Kahn et al. fails to specifically disclose a video program production and 
a video program database for storing video program content data inputted from said 
program content gathering and program production terminals. 
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Enami discloses a video program production (see pages 1-2) and 

a video program database for storing video program content data inputted from 
said program content gathering and program production terminals (see fig 1 (27)). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify the method and apparatus for using 
distributed spreadsheets in a client/server environment of Kahn et al. to include a video 
program production and a video program database for storing video program content 
data inputted from said program content gathering and program production terminals as 
taught by Enami for the advantage of producing high-quality programs efficiently in 
order to meet the higher demand on new program production in the multimedia era. 

However, Kahn et al. and Enami fail to specifically disclose describing tasks to be 
performed and tasks completed by said different operating groups for viewing at each 
terminal, the terminals operated by all of said operating groups display the composition 
table updated by different ones of said operating groups and thereby the status of all of 
said operating groups and whereby the display at a terminal of said end of task data 
input in said composition table data from a different operating group instructs a group to 
perform the next successive task following the task that has been completed by said 
different operating group. 

Plantz et al. discloses describing tasks to be performed and tasks completed by 
said different operating groups for viewing at each terminal (see col. 9, lines 15-67), 
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the terminals operated by all of said operating groups display the composition 
table updated by different ones of said operating groups and thereby the status of all of 
said operating groups (see col. 9, lines 35-67) and 

whereby the display at a terminal of said end of task data input in said 
composition table data from a different operating group instructs a group to perform the 
next successive task following the task that has been completed by said different 
operating group (see col. 7, lines 28-63, col. 10, lines 1-29). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify the method and apparatus for using 
distributed spreadsheets in a client/server environment and video program production 
and a video program database for storing video program content data inputted from said 
program content gathering and program production terminals of Kahn et al. and Enami 
to include terminals operated by all of said operating groups display the composition 
table updated by different ones of said operating groups and thereby the status of all of 
said operating groups as taught by Plantz et al. for the advantage of remotely accessing 
the same workspace. 

Regarding claim 58, Khan et al. discloses a program production system for use 
in producing a workflow program, comprising a composition table (spreadsheet) 
providing apparatus, and a plurality of terminals (see fig. 4 (20, 22, 24, 26, 28, 30)) 
including A/V content gathering (fig. 4 (26)) and A/V editing terminals (fig. 4 (28)) 
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communicable with the composition table providing apparatus, respective terminals 
being operated by respective operating groups (see fig. 2), 

wherein the composition table providing apparatus comprises: 

storage means for storing composition table data containing updatable 
information describing gathering and editing tasks to be performed and completed by 
content gathering and editing operating groups required for the production of workflow 
program (see col. 2, lines 11-52, col. 4, lines 16-19), 

said composition table data including links to said content in said 
database/storage (see col. 5, lines 29-38), and 

control means for providing the composition table data to the terminals for 
viewing at each terminal, and for processing information input from the terminals to be 
added to and update the composition table data (see abstract, lines 1-18, col. 6, lines 
12-26); and wherein each terminal comprises: 

acquisition means for acquiring the composition table data by communicating 
with the composition table providing apparatus (see col. 5, lines 59-col. 6, line 6), 

display means for displaying the composition table data acquired by the 
acquisition means, including the content gathering and editing tasks performed and 
completed by said operating groups (see col. 2, lines 23-28, lines 63-col. 3, line 6), and 
for displaying said information when a link thereto in said composition table data is 
selected (see col. 7, lines 51-58), 
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input information generating means for generating information to be input to said 
composition table, said input information including end of task data representing the 
completion of the task performed by a respective group (see col. 3, lines 37-49), and 

input information transmitting means for transmitting the input information to the 
composition table providing apparatus to update the composition table that is stored and 
displayed at the terminals (see col. 4, lines 3-33), 

whereby the display at a terminal of information in said composition table data 
representing the completion of a task by one group instructs another group to perform 
the next successive task following the task that has been completed (see col. 2, lines 
35-60, col. 3, lines 37-67). Kahn et al. discloses database on col. 5, lines 20-22. 

However, Kahn et al. fails to specifically disclose a video program production, a 
database for storing audio and video content for said video program. 

Enami discloses a video program production (see pages 1-2) and 

a video program database for storing video program content data inputted from 
said program content gathering and program production terminals (see fig 1 (27)). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify the method and apparatus for using 
distributed spreadsheets in a client/server environment of Kahn et al. to include a video 
program production and a video program database for storing video program content 
data inputted from said program content gathering and program production terminals as 
taught by Enami for the advantage of producing high-quality programs efficiently in 
order to meet the higher demand on new program production in the multimedia era. 
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However, Kahn et al. and Enami fail to specifically disclose describing tasks to be 
performed and tasks completed by said different operating groups for viewing at each 
terminal, the terminals operated by all of said operating groups display the composition 
table updated by different ones of said operating groups and thereby the status of all of 
said operating groups and whereby the display at a terminal of said end of task data 
input in said composition table data from a different operating group instructs a group to 
perform the next successive task following the task that has been completed by said 
different operating group. 

Plantz et al. discloses describing tasks to be performed and tasks completed by 
said different operating groups for viewing at each terminal (see col. 9, lines 15-67), 

the terminals operated by all of said operating groups display the composition 
table updated by different ones of said operating groups and thereby the status of all of 
said operating groups (see col. 9, lines 35-67) and 

whereby the display at a terminal of said end of task data input in said 
composition table data from a different operating group instructs a group to perform the 
next successive task following the task that has been completed by said different 
operating group (see col. 7, lines 28-63, col. 10, lines 1-29). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify the method and apparatus for using 
distributed spreadsheets in a client/server environment and video program production 
and a video program database for storing video program content data inputted from said 
program content gathering and program production terminals of Kahn et al. and Enami 
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to include terminals operated by all of said operating groups display the composition 
table updated by different ones of said operating groups and thereby the status of all of 
said operating groups as taught by Plantz et al. for the advantage of remotely accessing 
the same workspace. 

2. Claims 59 and 62 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Khan et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,157,934) in view of Enami (Image Processing in 
Program Production - DTTP: Desk Top Program Production), Farmer (U.S. Publication 
No. 2005/0055239) and Plantz et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,088,702). 

Regarding claims 59 and 62, Khan et al. discloses a program production system 
for use in producing a workflow program, comprising a composition table (spreadsheet) 
providing apparatus, and a plurality of terminals (see fig. 4 (20, 22, 24, 26, 28, 30)) 
including program content gathering (fig. 4 (26)) and program production terminals (fig. 
4 (30)) communicable with the composition table providing apparatus, respective 
terminals being operated by respective operating groups (see fig. 2), 
wherein the composition table providing apparatus comprises: 
storage means for storing composition table data containing information 
describing successive tasks to be performed and completed by different ones of said 
operating groups required for the production of said workflow, said composition table 
data storing links to the video program content data stored in said video program 
database/storage (see col. 2, lines 11-52, col. 4, lines 16-19), and 
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control means for providing the composition table data to each of the terminals 
for viewing at each terminal (see fig. 2), wherein each terminal comprises: 

acquisition means for acquiring the composition table data by communicating 
with the composition table providing apparatus (see col. 5, lines 59-col. 6, line 6), 

display means for displaying the composition table data acquired by the 
acquisition means, including the tasks to be performed and the tasks completed by 
respective operating groups (see col. 2, lines 23-28, lines 63-col. 3, line 6), 

input information generating means for generating information to be input to said 
composition table, said input information including end of task data representing the 
completion of the task performed by a respective group (see col. 3, lines 37-49), and 

input information transmitting means for transmitting the updatable items to the 
composition table providing apparatus so as to update the composition table that is 
displayed at the terminals (see col. 4, lines 3-33), 

whereby the display at a terminal of said end of task data in said composition 
table data instructs a group to perform the next successive task following the task that 
has been completed (see col. 2, lines 35-60, col. 3, lines 37-67). Kahn et al. discloses 
database on col. 5, lines 20-22. 

However, Kahn et al. fails to specifically disclose a video program production, a 
video program database for storing video program content data inputted from said 
program content gathering and program production terminals, said composition table 
data further containing updateable items, with each operating group having 
authorization to access and update only certain predetermined ones of said updatable 
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items, and for processing said certain predetermined updatable items, input from the 
terminals of those authorized operating groups, to be added to the composition table 
data; access means for enabling said terminal to access and add to said composition 
table data only certain predetermined updatable items from the authorized operating 
group. 

Enami discloses a video program production (see pages 1-2) and 

a video program database for storing video program content data inputted from 
said program content gathering and program production terminals (see fig 1 (27)). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify Kahn et al.'s invention with the above 
mentioned limitation as taught by Enami for the advantage of producing high-quality 
programs efficiently in order to meet the higher demand on new program production in 
the multimedia era. 

However, Kahn et al. and Enami fail to specifically disclose said composition 
table data further containing updateable items, with each operating group having 
authorization to access and update only certain predetermined ones of said updatable 
items, and for processing said certain predetermined updatable items, input from the 
terminals of those authorized operating groups, to be added to the composition table 
data; access means for enabling said terminal to access and add to said composition 
table data only certain predetermined updatable items from the authorized operating 
group. 
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Farmer discloses updatable operating group having authorization to access and 
update only certain predetermined ones of said updatable items (see paragraphs 0032- 
0033, 0037, 0042, 0052-0053 and fig 4), 

processing said certain predetermined updatable items, input from the terminals 
of those authorized operating groups, to be added to the composition table data (see 
paragraphs 0032-0033, 0037, 0042, 0052-0053 and fig 4), 

access means for enabling said terminal to access and add to said composition 
table data only certain predetermined updatable items from the authorized operating 
group (see paragraphs 0032-0033, 0037, 0042, 0052-0053 and fig 4). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify Kahn et al. and Enami's invention with the 
above mentioned limitation as taught by Farmer for the advantage of only allowing 
authorized personnel to access predetermined work area to complete their work task. 

However, Kahn et al., Enami and Farmer fail to specifically disclose describing 
tasks to be performed and tasks completed by said different operating groups for 
viewing at each terminal, the terminals operated by all of said operating groups display 
the composition table updated by different ones of said operating groups and thereby 
the status of all of said operating groups and whereby the display at a terminal of said 
end of task data input in said composition table data from a different operating group 
instructs a group to perform the next successive task following the task that has been 
completed by said different operating group. 
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Plantz et al. discloses describing tasks to be performed and tasks completed by 
said different operating groups for viewing at each terminal (see col. 9, lines 15-67), 

the terminals operated by all of said operating groups display the composition 
table updated by different ones of said operating groups and thereby the status of all of 
said operating groups (see col. 9, lines 35-67) and 

whereby the display at a terminal of said end of task data input in said 
composition table data from a different operating group instructs a group to perform the 
next successive task following the task that has been completed by said different 
operating group (see col. 7, lines 28-63, col. 10, lines 1-29). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify the method and apparatus for using 
distributed spreadsheets in a client/server environment and video program production 
and a video program database for storing video program content data inputted from said 
program content gathering and program production terminals of Kahn et al., Enami and 
Farmer to include terminals operated by all of said operating groups display the 
composition table updated by different ones of said operating groups and thereby the 
status of all of said operating groups as taught by Plantz et al. for the advantage of 
remotely accessing the same workspace. 

3. Claims 60 and 63 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Khan et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,157,934) in view of Enami (Image Processing in 
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Program Production - DTTP: Desk Top Program Production), Page et al. (U.S. Patent 
No. 6,212,549) and Plantz et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,088,702). 

Regarding claims 60 and 63, Khan et al. discloses a program production system 
for use in producing a workflow program, comprising a composition table (spreadsheet) 
providing apparatus, and a plurality of terminals (see fig. 4 (20, 22, 24, 26, 28, 30)) 
including A/V content gathering (fig. 4 (26)) and A/V editing terminals (fig. 4 (28)) 
communicable with the composition table providing apparatus, respective terminals 
being operated by respective operating groups (see fig. 2), 

wherein the composition table providing apparatus comprises: 

storage means for storing updatable composition table data containing updatable 
information describing workflow tasks to be performed and completed by workflow 
operating groups required for the production of said program (see col. 2, lines 11-52, 
col. 4, lines 16-19), 

said composition table data including links to said content in said 
database/storage (see col. 7, lines 51-58), and 

control means for providing the composition table data to each of the terminals 
for viewing at each terminal, and for updating said composition table data with 
information input from at least some of the terminals (see abstract, lines 1-18, col. 6, 
lines 12-26); and wherein each terminal comprises: 

acquisition means for acquiring the composition table data by communicating 
with the composition table providing apparatus (see col. 5, lines 59-col. 6, line 6), 
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display means for displaying the composition table data acquired by the 
acquisition means, including the content gathering and editing tasks performed and 
completed by said operating groups (see col. 2, lines 23-28, lines 63-col. 3, line 6), and 

retrieving means for retrieving from said content database said information when 
a displayed link thereto in said composition table data is selected (see col. 7, lines 51- 
58), and 

wherein the terminal used by an edit operating group includes means for 
performing an edit operation on at least said retrieved information in accordance with 
said information in said displayed composition table data describing said editing tasks, 
thereby producing edited content information (see col. 4, lines 16-23), 

whereby the display at a terminal of information in said composition table data 
representing the completion of a task by said operating group instructs another group to 
perform the next successive task following the task that has been completed by said 
operating group (see col. 2, lines 35-60, col. 3, lines 37-67). 

However, Kahn et al. fails to specifically disclose an A/V database for storing 
audio and video content for said video program, input information generating means for 
generating edit information describing said edit operation to be input to said composition 
table, said input information including end of task data representing the completion of 
the task performed by the edit operating group, and transmitting means for transmitting 
the edit information and end of task data to the composition table providing apparatus 
for updating said composition table data that is stored and displayed at the terminals. 

Enami discloses a video program production (see pages 1-2) and 
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a video program database for storing video program content data inputted from 
said program content gathering and program production terminals (see fig 1 (27)). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify Kahn et al.'s invention with the above 
mentioned limitation as taught by Enami for the advantage of producing high-quality 
programs efficiently in order to meet the higher demand on new program production in 
the multimedia era. 

However, Kahn et al. and Enami fail to specifically disclose input information 
generating means for generating edit information describing said edit operation to be 
input to said composition table, said input information including end of task data 
representing the completion of the task performed by the edit operating group, and 
transmitting means for transmitting the edit information and end of task data to the 
composition table providing apparatus for updating said composition table data that is 
stored and displayed at the terminals. 

Page et al. discloses input information generating means for generating edit 
information describing said edit operation to be input to said composition table, said 
input information including end of task data representing the completion of the task 
performed by the edit operating group (see col. 3, lines 55-col. 4, line 7) , and 

transmitting means for transmitting the edit information and end of task data to 
the composition table providing apparatus for updating said composition table data that 
is stored and displayed at the terminals (see col. 6, lines 32-46, col. 10, lines 57-col. 11, 
line 6). 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify Kahn et al. and Enami's invention with the 
above mentioned limitation as taught by Page et al. for the advantage of collaborative 
project development and communication among the project participants. 

However, Kahn et al., Enami and Page fail to specifically disclose describing 
tasks to be performed and tasks completed by said different operating groups for 
viewing at each terminal, the terminals operated by all of said operating groups display 
the composition table updated by different ones of said operating groups and thereby 
the status of all of said operating groups and whereby the display at a terminal of said 
end of task data input in said composition table data from a different operating group 
instructs a group to perform the next successive task following the task that has been 
completed by said different operating group. 

Plantz et al. discloses describing tasks to be performed and tasks completed by 
said different operating groups for viewing at each terminal (see col. 9, lines 15-67), 

the terminals operated by all of said operating groups display the composition 
table updated by different ones of said operating groups and thereby the status of all of 
said operating groups (see col. 9, lines 35-67) and 

whereby the display at a terminal of said end of task data input in said 
composition table data from a different operating group instructs a group to perform the 
next successive task following the task that has been completed by said different 
operating group (see col. 7, lines 28-63, col. 10, lines 1-29). 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify the method and apparatus for using 
distributed spreadsheets in a client/server environment and video program production 
and a video program database for storing video program content data inputted from said 
program content gathering and program production terminals of Kahn et al., Enami and 
Page to include terminals operated by all of said operating groups display the 
composition table updated by different ones of said operating groups and thereby the 
status of all of said operating groups as taught by Plantz et al. for the advantage of 
remotely accessing the same workspace. 

Conclusion 

4. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to NNENNA N. EKPO whose telephone number is 
(571)270-1663. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Brian T. Pendleton can be reached on 571-272-7527. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
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